
M i s s i o n  S t a t e m e n t  

Church phone—616-374-8697 
Church email—info@harvestcrc.com 
Pastor’s email—ben@harvestcrc.com 
Church website: www.harvestcrc.com 

To the glory of God, the Harvest Community Church is 

to gather and nurture God’s growing family. 

Purpose 

To Glorify God through worship in spirit and in truth 

To Gather God’s family through outreach 

To Grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus through discipleship 

To Give back of ourselves what God has given through service 

To be Grafted to one another through Holy Spirit fellowship 

 

Core Value 

If anything good is going to happen, God has               

to do it. 

Therefore, it is important for us to always look      

to discern what God is doing and join Him in       

His work.   

Such discovery will be 

• Led by scripture 

• Based on spiritual giftedness 

• Bathed in prayer 

• An outgrowth of small group intimacy 

 

ELDER/DEACON DISTRICTS: 

      J. Flohr/J. Leazier—Baum thru T. Hilley 

     K. Oosterhouse/R. Duits—Jackson thru Reynolds 

     R. Oosterhouse/B. Green—B. Ridder thru T. Zook 

Consistory- 

   Pastor Ben Ridder                 

    Elders       Ken Oosterhouse—2021     

                                            Jason Flohr—2022 

                    Ryan Oosterhouse—2023 

  Deacons  Richard Duits—2021    

                    Joe Leazier—2022 

                    Bob Green—2023 

                  

   

 

Sunday Services 

Worship Service—9:30  a.m. (Children’s Worship during service) 

Sunday School—11:00 a.m. Sept-May 

Small Group Ministry—Sunday evenings  

 (CHEERS in the home1st and 3rd Sundays,  

Bible Study at church 2nd and 4th Sundays.) 

 

Weekday Ministries 

Coffee Break/Story Hour/Little Lambs 

Wednesdays 9:00—10:45 a.m. Sept.—May 

Moms in Touch Prayer 

Wednesdays—11: 30 a.m. Sept-May 

 

*CHEERS (Caring, Hope, Encouragement, Enlightenment, Respect, Support) 

 

 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

 

 Harvest Community 

Church 

A Christian Reformed Ministry 

620 Sixth Avenue 

Lake Odessa, Michigan  48849 



 Welcome to                                 
Harvest Church                                             

January 24, 2021 

It’s a blessing to gather together today! 

“Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone desires to come after 
me, let him deny himself and take up his cross, and follow me.  For 
whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake will find it.”    Matthew 16:24-25 

 Morning Worship 

Message:  “At Cross Purposes” 

Scripture: Mark 8: 31-38       

 Page 714 in the blue Bibles 

Children’s Worship will not meet today but will resume                 
next Sunday morning. 

Coffee and Fellowship Time in the building will be suspended for 
the time being while we comply with social distancing guidelines 
due to Covid-19 restrictions.  You are welcome to bring your own 
coffee and to fellowship outside following the service this morning.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS    

As we continue our walk with Jesus as Mark records his journey, 
we come to a certain transition in Jesus’ ministry.  With the disci-
ples beginning to see that He is the promised and hoped for Messi-
ah from God, Jesus begins to tell them about the work and purpose 
of the Messiah.  Hell literally breaks out against Jesus as His de-
scription of the Messiah’s work comes nowhere close to the disci-
ple’s expectations of the Messiah’s work. As disturbing as the de-
scription of the Messiah’s purposes is what comes next: following 
this Messiah involves following Him to the cross.  What does this 
say to the church today that is flirting with the notion of cheap 
grace? 

Adult Sunday School meets this morning at 11:00. We’ll be discuss-
ing this morning’s sermon.  All adults are welcome. 
 
Hebrews Bible Study is meeting tonight at 5:00.  Please read He-
brews 13:1-6 in preparation for our discussion. 
 
Coffee Break Women’s Bible Study meets on Wednesday at 9:00 
am.  This week we’ll be looking at the connection between faith and 
actions as we study James 2:14-26.  All women are always welcome 
to join us.  Precautions are taken to protect the health of those who 
attend. 

 
 

 

Sunday School: In order to have Sunday School for the preschool 
thru High School ages, we are still in need of teachers.  If you are 
willing to teach a class, contact Pastor Ben or Elder Ken Ooster-
house (aka Sunday School Superintendent!). 
 
Organic Outreach for Ordinary People. The pandemic cut this 
study from our schedule last May.  We will be resuming this study 
this Thursday evening at 6:30.  At that time we will review the pre-
vious 3 studies to catch ourselves up, as well as talk about dates and 
frequency of meetings.  You don’t have to have met with us previ-
ously to jump into this study. 
 
Children’s Worship (ages4-6) will begin meeting again next Sun-
day during the worship service.  The children are dismissed after the 
opening time of worship. 
 
Thank you note.  “Thank you so much for all the prayers and kind 
condolences you have sent regarding my father’s illness and passing.  
Roger Thomas was a dearly beloved man who will be greatly 
missed. Our hearts are broken but comforted by the promises of 
God.”     Dick and Robin Barnett 
 
Valentine Blessing. Harvest Outreach needs your help.  Last year 
around Valentine's Day we visited the residents at Thornapple Man-
or with some songs and cookie decorating. With Covid-19 we are 
not able to visit them in person this year so we would like to show 
them the love of Jesus in a different way this Valentine's 
Day.  There are 138 residents at Thornapple Manor.  We would like 
each one of them to receive a Valentine's Day card from Harvest 
letting them know they are loved and being prayed for.  Would you 
and your family commit to making one, two, five or more cards and 
returning them to the church by Sunday, February 7th.  Supplies to 
make the cards are located downstairs on a table right outside the 
office.  Thank you for taking the time to make someone smile! 

 
Bad Weather Advisory Info.  If church services were to be can-
celled due to weather, the announcement will be found on Channel  
8 out of Grand Rapids and Channel 6 out of Lansing, as soon as the 
decision is made. 
 
COVID Reminder:  Please wear a mask inside the building.  You 
may remove it while you are seated, but have it on while walking 
around. Also, please keep in mind the horizontal distancing that has 
been recommended. 
 
At-home Faith Formation Tip - The Practice of Engaging Scrip-
ture: Phil Reinders writes, “Through the Holy Spirit, the Word 
shakes off ink, paper, and pixels, stepping out of the page or screen 
and into our daily lives. That comes through patient attentiveness, a 
listening that is slow and savours.” Invite the Spirit to bring God’s  
 
 

                                                                                                          
CALENDAR OF THE WEEK 

Today              9:30 am—Worship Service                                                 
        11:00 am—Sunday School for adults                                      
       5:00 pm—Hebrews Study                                                                                     
Wednesday     9:00 am—Coffee Break Bible Study for Women                             
          7:00 pm—Meet for prayer here at church                       
Thursday         6:30 pm—Organic Outreach for Ordinary People                            

From the Deacons:  Offerings received January 17 

General Fund     $ 2,955.00                                                             

Alpha Family Center in Lake Odessa  $197.00                                                                                                                      

                                                                      

We have changed our regular schedule to better protect the 

health of our members during the unusual circumstances 

brought about by the COVID 19 pandemic. 

Children’s Worship will begin meeting next Sunday. 

Nursery  Today:  Jamie Rabideau, Karilynn Ridder                                    

 January 31:  Marshann Ludema, Jeremiah Flohr                   

 February 7:  Jessica Kastanek,  Jenny Reynolds                            

 February 14:  Julie Kastanek, Marilynn DeJong 

Coffee Host and Hostess—please feel free to bring your own  

coffee. 

Prayer Ministry                                                                                                                    

Today:  Joel Pepper                      January 31:  Cindi Green 

Prayer Family:                                                                                     

Please be praying for this household over the next week.  Each 

Harvest household is rotated through the schedule.                                           

This week:  Brett and Connie Johnson 

       

ASSIGNMENTS 

Word alive to you in ever deeper ways. (For more on faith 
practices from Faith Formation Ministries, visit crcna.org/
FaithFormation/Practices.)  


