Mission Statement
To the glory of God, the Harvest Community Church is

CHURCH ACTIVITIES

to gather and nurture God’s growing family.

Purpose
To Glorify God through worship in spirit and in truth
To Gather God’s family through outreach
To Grow in grace and knowledge of Jesus through discipleship
To Give back of ourselves what God has given through service
To be Grafted to one another through Holy Spirit fellowship

Sunday Services
Worship Service—9:30 a.m. (Children’s Worship during service)
Sunday School—11:00 a.m. Sept-May
Small Group Ministry—Sunday evenings
(CHEERS in the home1st and 3rd Sundays,
Bible Study at church 2nd and 4th Sundays.)

Core Value

Weekday Ministries

If anything good is going to happen, God has
to do it.

Coffee Break/Story Hour/Little Lambs
Wednesdays 9:00—10:45 a.m. Sept.—May

Therefore, it is important for us to always look
to discern what God is doing and join Him in
His work.
Such discovery will be
•

Led by scripture

•

Based on spiritual giftedness

•

Bathed in prayer

•

An outgrowth of small group intimacy

Moms in Touch Prayer
Wednesdays—11: 30 a.m. Sept-May

*CHEERS (Caring, Hope, Encouragement, Enlightenment, Respect, Support)

ConsistoryPastor Ben Ridder
Elders

ELDER/DEACON DISTRICTS:

J. Flohr/J. Leazier—Baum thru T. Hilley
K. Oosterhouse/R. Duits—Jackson thru Reynolds
R. Oosterhouse/B. Green—B. Ridder thru T. Zook

Ken Oosterhouse—2021
Jason Flohr—2022
Ryan Oosterhouse—2023

Deacons Richard Duits—2021
Joe Leazier—2022
Bob Green—2023

Church phone—616-374-8697
Church email—info@harvestcrc.com
Pastor’s email—ben@harvestcrc.com
Church website: www.harvestcrc.com

Harvest Community
Church
A Christian Reformed Ministry
620 Sixth Avenue
Lake Odessa, Michigan 48849

Welcome to
Harvest Church
November 8, 2020

It’s a blessing to gather together today!
“The wicked have set a snare for me, but I have not strayed from
your precepts. Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the
joy of my heart. My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the
very end.” Psalm 119: 110-112

Morning Worship
Message: Scripture and Tradition
Scripture: Mark 7:1-13
Page 712 in the blue Bibles
There will be no Children’s Worship this morning.
Coffee and Fellowship Time in the building will be suspended for
the time being while we comply with social distancing guidelines
due to Covid-19 restrictions. You are welcome to bring your own
coffee and to fellowship outside following the service this morning.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
This morning Pastor Ben is taking us back to our series on the
Gospel of Mark. In the incident before us today, the Pharisees are
upset that the disciples do not wash their hands before eating as
was required by their laws. Jesus takes the opportunity to admonish them for doing what is being done to this day: elevating the
traditions of men to the status of the Word of God. When that happens, the next step is inevitable: “and why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition?” (Jesus-Matthew 15:3).
We will spend the next two Sundays on this issue, asking God’s
Spirit to see if there be any wicked way in us in this regard.
Second Offering this morning is for Open Doors Ministry. This is
a ministry specifically directed toward helping our persecuted
brothers and sisters worldwide. Special Offering Next Sunday:
Benevolent Fund of Harvest Church.
Women—Coffee Break Bible Study is scheduled to meet this
Wednesday at 9:00 am. We’ll be talking about Paul’s thorn in the
flesh from II Corinthians 12. Precautions are taken to protect those
who attend.
Samaritan Purse Operation Christmas Child: Please have your
shoeboxes here by next Sunday morning. Reminder: we are sending
the $9 per box postage in one check from the church, so write out all

checks to Harvest Church and place them in the middle basket on
the table in front of the kitchen. Thank you so much!
New Prayer Chain—there is a sign up sheet for our prayer chain on
the table by the mailboxes. If you would like to be a part of the
chain for the coming year, please sign the sheet or call the church
office (374-8697) even if you are already on the chain.
Church Family
• “Thank you so much for the expressions of kindness and appreciation Karilynn and I received from you over the last couple of
weeks. Thank you also for your prayers and expressions of
concern during our recent illness. God’s goodness shown
through and your goodness was a bright light during some dark
times.” Pastor Ben
• Joyce Tuitman was readmitted to the hospital for some repair
following her recent hip replacement surgery.
• Joy Baum submitted to successful knee replacement this past
week.
• Gail Pepper was admitted to the hospital this past week with
Covid related pneumonia.
• Please continue to pray for Ted Wells as he suffers from an infection in his leg.
• Steve Werdon was admitted to the hospital this past week with
respiratory issues related to Covid.
Please be in prayer for these Harvest members as they recover and
recuperate.

“Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may
lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him for he cares for
you.” I Peter 5:6,7
Please pray for________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Date_______________ (tear off and place in offering or prayer room bowl.)

CALENDAR OF THE WEEK
Today

9:30 am—Worship Service
11:00 am—Adult Sunday School
Wednesday 7:00 pm—Meet for prayer here at church

From the Deacons: Offerings received November 1
General Fund
Open Doors

$2,445.00
150.00

ASSIGNMENTS

Lakewood Community Council Christmas Basket Program.
This year we will need individually wrapped or bagged gifts for 5
boys, age 2, and for 10 girls ages 14, and 3 gifts for girls age 17.
Also very much needed are any sized hats, socks, and water resistant
gloves and mittens, and monetary gifts for purchasing meat. See the
information and sign up sheet on the back table for details. Gifts
will be due here at church by Sunday, December 6.

We have changed our regular schedule to better protect the
health of our members during the unusual circumstances
brought about by the COVID 19 pandemic.

Harvest Church Clothes Closet: Quite a few articles of winter
outerwear have been distributed already this Fall. If you have anything you would like to donate, please drop off at the church office.
Reminder, the articles are winter outerwear only, boots included.

Nursery Today: Audrey Mason, Julie Kastanek
November 15: Joyce Mearns, Ainsley Reser
November 22: Jamie Rabideau, Karilynn Ridder
November 29: Marshann Ludema, Jeremiah Flohr

In accordance with the Rules for Synodical Procedure (crcna.org/
SynodResources; see p.15, CRC church councils and pastors are
being notified of three significant synodical reports that are available
for study by the churches, allowing time for churches to respond
formally to synod, which meets in June. The reports of the following synodical study committee and task forces are now ready for
your consideration: Committee to Articulate a Foundation-laying
Biblical Theology of Human Sexuality, Ecclesiastical Marriage Task
Force, and Study of Bivocationality Task Force. The reports are
posted for easy access by CRC members on the Synod Resources
webpage at crcna.org/SynodResources (see “Reports” section).

Coffee Host and Hostess—please feel free to bring your own
coffee.

Children’s Worship is not meeting at this time.

Prayer Ministry
Today: Karilynn Ridder

November 15: Jackie Sheldon

Prayer Family:
Please be praying for this household over the next week. Each
Harvest household is rotated through the schedule.
This week: Jason and Mary Flohr Household

