August 2010
August 2 Bonnie Frost
August 5  Jonathan Kastanek
August 9  Joyce Brinningstau
August9  Norma Russell
August9  Michael Benedict
August 10 Sandy Stoel
August 13 Audrey Mason
August 16 Kyle Kneale
August 18 Keersten Trumble
August 19 Amanda Slagstad
August 23  Tammy Bomhof
August 24  Ken Stoei

August 24  Joshua. Stoel
August 25 Mark Mason
August 26  Kristin Kneale
August 26

Rovce Wilacx
\LIgu Rayce Wilacy

If we missed you, please call
the church office
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The Kingdom of God is Like..by Pastor Ben

Even if you have only been in semi -attendance this summer (as has my
family and |) you have at | east caught
OMore Than Meets the Eye. 0 We have been
where perhaps we have not in the past; to discover the invisible in the kingdoms of
this world. It was with delight then that | noticed the cover story of the latest Ban-
ner: OHearing God in the Unlikely Places. 6
practice what | preach, | have discovered that so many everyday occurrences be-
come a parable of sorts.

t he
c h

Last week | was golfing with some Grand Rapids buddies. With this par-
ticular foursome, | always lose -dead last. | think they invite me for the laughs. But
this time, something strange happened. After the first nine holes | was sitting com-
fortably in second place, having shot (for me) a blistering 41. On the next three
holes however, | hit four balls off the tee out of
bounds, and three -putted each of the greens. You

dondt have to be familiar wi

intuitively know that pretty much stinks like a

skunk on a dog. | had quickly found myself at my

customary position: the bottom of the heap. My

cart buddy (the best golfer in the group) was telling

me what | was doing wrong.

close to the ball on the tee

muscles not your |little ones

he managed to sputter through the laughter. But

it was too late. The wheels had fallen off and |

coul dndt even muster a desir

back on. So whatdés the best

course when your game has gone to pot? | began to

look and listen for God. | wondered what kind of a

parable Jesus would tell tha
kingdom of God is |ike a game of gol f. 6 Ho
me a possible scenario. O0At the opening ban
Jesus stood up and said, 6The kingdom of Go
hole number one. 6 | an see it in my mind®s

the tee. Golfer #1 hits his drive 300 yards down the center of the fairway. His ap-
proach shot lands two feet from the pin. He taps in for a birdie. Golfer #2 hits his
drive 250 yards in the right rough. His approach shot lands just off the green. He
chips up to within a foot and sinks the putt for a par. Golfer # 3 hits his drive 260
yards into the left rough. His approach shot lands in the sand trap. His third shot
out of the sand lands 20 feet from the hole. He rims out his fourth shot and taps in
for a bogey. Golfer #4 takes his turn off the tee, his ball flying cont. on page 4
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Calendar of the Month

A Deacondos Story

August 3 Nutrition Workshop

August 4 Prayer Walks
0Jesus sat down opposite the place wh
August 5 RuaValk-Jog Club watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich
people threw in large amounts, but a poor widow came and put in two very

AUGSEE  Commmnten SUne el small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny.

August 9 Egypt VBS Begins

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus s
August 11 Prayer Walks poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. They all gave
out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything i all she
August 12 RusWalk-Jog Club had to |ive o0n446 ~Mark 12:41
August 14 Men With Tools This story has special meaning to me personally, as back in 1999,

when | was restarting my walk with Jesus, | too had little money. | did not

have a job at the time, and was trying hard to find work. | managed to come

across money here and there, and but in the grand scheme of things it

August 17 Nutrition Workshop amounted to nothipg. I struggled to believe_ that Gpd would be down on me
and not oO0give me a jobo.

August 17 Evangelism/Prayer
Team Meeting

August 18 Prayer Walks
9 4 Then one Sunday, in December of 1999, | was sitting in the church

August 18 Consistory Meeting pews when the collection plate was passed. | pulled out my wallet and
looked inside, and aside from the moth flying out, there was a $5.00 bill...all

August 18  Fellowship Team the money | had. Immediately two thoughts entered my mind. The first

Meeting was to put my wallet away. O0There are ple
moneyo, | rationalized. My second though
August 19 Ruiwalk-Jog Club and there is someone who needs it more. ¢

August 24 Nutrition Workshop It was the second thought that stuck with me, and | pulled out the

August 25 Prayer Walks money, dropped it into the basket, and went on, not really thinking much
more about it. That changed the next day.

August 26 RuiWalk-Jog Club ) ) )
The following day, | received a phone call from a company regarding

August 28 Ladies Swim Party . a position within their company. In a whirlwind of interviews and testing, |
came out with a good job that very day. This job I held for 10 years. Not
; only was | blessed by God with a job and a renewed faith in him, | helped
Meeting the church, even if it was in such a small way.

August 29 Congregational

August 29  Fishing Tournament Here at Harvest, we do pass the plate as well. Not out of wants, but
August 31 Nutrition Workshop out of necessity. Many in our congreganon_ may not re_allze where the_lr hard

earned money goes, so | wanted to take this opportunity to tell you a little
about it. Like any business, there are certain bills that must be paid.

The majority of our offerings go directly to these expenses, things
like utilities, salaries for the Pastor and associated staff, insurance, includ-
ing health, vehicle, and property. Supplies for the church are another major
expense, and this includes those for the classes, the services, and day to day

operations.

Menos Gatlher iTherheglargest expense is the ministry shares that Harvest is re-
sponsible for paying. We pay a larger portion to the denomination,

Friday, September 10 $10,300.50; and a smaller portion to Thornapple Valley Classis of $2,275.30.
These expenses include world missions, local missions, the pension fund,
6:00 pm and many other Christian based programs. Unfortunately, Harvest has
been unable to pay our portion to this point this year. Currently we are
At Gall ardoods $1[36i)j2.(?0 qeh'ﬁd |n qﬁ/lr*g compared to last year at this time.
Guys, reserve the date for a fine Harvest has also helped locally as well. Through Men with Tools

Ministry, local families have had car repairs made, so they have the vital

BarB-Q and a great time .
Q 9 transportation needed. Roofs have been placed on homes and cont. on page 4

together!
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The
Journey
Begins!

Our journey be-
gins tomorrow eve-
ning (August 9) at
6:00 when we will
join Joseph on his
way from the pit to
the palace in
Egypt. This jour-
ney is for any kids
grades pre-school
to fifth and for any
adults who would
like to come along.

Wedl | be S s
with Joseph, meeting up with him in prison on the first
day. Then through a surpri

follow Joseph as he finds favor with Pharaoh and ends
up being put in charge of the whole land of Egypt.

Al ong the way wedl | l earn
special abilities, wisdom, forgiveness and family.

a

Each day the kids will visit the Marketplace Shops of
Egypt. They will learn about brick making and embalm-
ing; they will make jewelry and baskets, and decipher
ancient hieroglyphics. Activities abound at the Pyramid
Playground and hungry stomachs will be satisfied at the
local Food Shop.
) Come, bring your neighbors and

; ’ friends, and join us on the adventure.
See some of our own Harvest folks
transformed into Egyptian characters.
Hear the sights and sounds of another
culture and another
want to miss it!

2}

t

AL 4

Operation Santa Golf Scrambilg
In Memory of Cpl Nyle Yates Il

On Saturday, August 28th a Golf Scramble
will be held at Centennial Acres on Dow Rd., Sun-
field in memory of Nyle Yates, son of Don and Ja-
mie Edgecomb. Registration begins at 7:30 am,
scramble begins at 9:00 am. Cost will be $60 per
golfer/4 person team. Proceeds will benefit our
troops deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The Scramble includes 18 holes with cart,
all you can eat BBQ, unlimited drinks with dinner.
Prizes will be awarded for longest drive, longest
putt, closest to the pin, etc. Hole sponsorships are
also available.

For more information, contact Jamie Edge-
comb at 517-285-5902 or jledges9@gmail.com.

ng

bout

FISHING ¥
Tournament. === \
‘ N ® e
Bring the kids on Saturday, August 2% pm at De-
Jongds | ake. Prizes wildl

i, Bl

Can you believe it? This is our fourth annual Back to
School Bash event and we need your help to make it the
best event yet! A signup sheet will be on the back table
for those who want to help supervise games. But we also
need you to invite EVERYONE! Invite all your friends
and family. Bring everybody down for the fun. Flyers
are on the table in the back, please take some to distrib-
ute. Free hot dogs, chips and lemonade and popsicles
will be provided. Party in a Box DJ service is donating
their time once again and will provide the music. And of
coursefl the inflatables! This year we have the always
popular obstacle course, an elephant moon bounce, ulti-
mate baseball, fire truck slide, defender dome, and
bouncy boxing! Hope to see you there on September 12!

T Mary Murray turned the Big 4 -0on
July 31.
1 John and Shirley Lich are celebrating
their 50th wedding anniversary on Au-
gust 27.
Congratu-
lations!
me-. Yﬂo LkariY;‘}r?nn °
Ridder
was good
friends in
high
school
with Drew
Bomhof 6s dad and aunt.
f Brennan Reser rode his first -ever roller
coaster this summer at
venture. Ask him what you do when
you ride a roller coaster.
9  Elle Hilley attended an art gallery

event at Lafontsee Gallery in Grand

Rapid and painted artwork that will be
placed in the new DeVos
Hospital in January 2011.
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Harvest Community Church

P.O. Box 457 Phone: 6163748697

620 Sixth Ave. church email:

Lake Odessa, MI 48849 marshann@harvestcrc.com

Pastor Ben Ridder Pastors email

Website: www.harvestcrc.com ben@harvestcrc.com

o Submit the first correct answer,

= for the riddle below and re-

U . .

= ceive a prize!

o4 p

+ ¢ Alarge truck is crossing a bridge [L

3 2 mile| i

= QO mile long. The bridge can only _ -
D S hold 4000 Ibs. which is the exact minder ofthetopsy -t ur vy nature of Godds
S O ) : R -

< O Wweight of the truck. The truck 0oThe first shall be land and

makes it half way across the
bridge and stops.

A bird lands on the truck. Does the bridgé $ '"HDFRQ:-V 6abriR tldm page 2

5 (i

collapse? Give a reason. community improvement projects have been completed.

Answer to Julyds riddle: Mpwreedy fanpigshavebeen kelped ghiwygh the coat

was the winner of the prize closet, and the community garden. Sadly, others have been
' turned away due to lack of funds.

1%

| understand that times are tough on a lot of peo-

ple right now. Many face layoffs, job eliminations, or other
7KH .LQJGRP RI téhGfom page 1 cutbacks. Many people just do not have money to give.
This is fine. | just ask that you pray about it. Maybe there
is something you can do to help save the church some
money. Things like donating time to clean, landscape, do
him two shots to get out of the sand, landing his ball maintenance; help with Sunday School or daycare on Sun-
. A . day mornings will help. Sometimes the gift of service is
five feet from the hole. One of his fellow golfers merci- better than the glft of maney, | also ask that evegone

fully says, o0Thatds goodo, k8ep alldf th'is in m%gq\ﬁhent}h% gu%id/et timerd€ dlound.

All of a sudden the club pro appears out of The deacons face a tough time of the year when it

nowhere with a huge trophy in one hand and a wad of _comes t|me LO form a bLtiB %et We S&jﬁ?t many |ang ights
t

ﬁasg i n ot he\gt Fer j OW]? di dno abvaytfr rfaﬁ‘nﬁeé oﬁu%(ulg 2 uEIgett lis%s
N egins, 0bu your Our s O0MEr adittdn bd We pgn‘aal8t fltlmelnpra)‘?e and
the foursomes of the day to award this trophy and thought over the b t Some areas see ¢ ome areas
\_/rvha g d'o f if cba skh ;[ ° (')dn e o I . yto u b asBeS m%rea%e% arli |I<§ we%oJH%T/eqo hE ? s of ©

€ birdie golier breaks out in a wide grin, anticipat- money to just throw where we want it, the reality is that

ing the rewards for a fine hole. But the grin tumns we do not. We make do with what we have. God will pro-
into a snarl when the club pro walks over to the triple vide what we need, one way or the other

bogey-man and hands him the prizes.

oCongratulations! ¢ And wi t h t hapearéd &viays $eady ® listerdlte Ay thoughts or

ideas you may have to move the church forward. Feel free

to talk to any of us (deacons) regarding how to help.

-John McGarrfy
out o

out of bounds left. He has to go off the tee again,
shooting three now. This drive is a pop -up, of 50
yards. He finds the sand on his next shot. It takes

Sounds like the kind of story Jesus would tell
at a gathering of the best golfers in the world today,

doesndot it? It was his pattern to make winners

losers and losers out of winners. The point of many of For more information on our ministry shares,

his parables was found in the shock factor of an unex- please go to:

pected ending. | suddenly felt good about my golf http:www.crcna.org/site_uploads/uploads/Ministry Shares

game. OK, not really, but it was a wonderful re - 2010 booklet.pdf

t

ki
he



