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Viva LOSt VegaSby Pastor Ben

Just prior to sitting down to write this, my family and | returned from Las
Vegas where we celebrated the transition for our daughter from Sara Ridder to
Sara Harrison. | read the other day that the state of Nevada has the dubious dis-
tinction of having the highest unemployment rate in the nation, recently taking
that o6honord6 from our own state of Michigan
from the places we stayed and visited while there. Granted, those areas are tourist
hot spots and woul dnét be indicative of the
Vegas gives no indication that as a country we are in an economic crisis.

The economy of Las Vegas is predicted on two major vices: Greed
(materialism) and illicit sex, with both positioned in a forward and ungpologetic
manner. The architecture of the buildings on the strip is amazing, and with the
addition of strategic lighting the invitation to the heart and mind is alluring. The

casinos are built in such a way that once i
find your way out. On any given street on
looking to hand out cards with the pictures of scantily clad men and women adver-

tising their services. There are 0ickyo bus
plastered with images of gorgeous women featured at one of the multitude of

ogentl emendé clubs. The invitation to the ey
clear. ltds easy to get Il ost in Las Vegas,
City indeed.

While we were there, Karilynn and | attended the church Sara belongs to
(yes, both Sundays!). The name of the gathering is Central Christian Church. If
you go to their web site, the homepage features a picture of the Vegas strip all lit
up with these words over the top of the image: Grace City. |likethat dalot. It
serves Central Church as a reminder of its purpose and mission (as it should for
every church), and it reminded me of the desired purpose and ministry of
God...even in Las Vegas.

On this past Wednesday | went on a prayer
wal Kk through the village of L
help but consider the stark contrast between the
sights and sounds of Sixth Avenue and those of Las
- Vegas Boulevard. But it was the similarity that cap-
tured most of my attention. God is hard to find in
1| Las Vegas unless you have eyes to see and ears to
vi<xad hear. God is hard to find in Lake Odessa unless you
& have eyes to see and ears to hear.

When | am back with you  cont. on page 2
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Small Group Resource

If you lead or participate in a small
group, check out the new small
groups area of The Network, a web-

site of the
Church. R

Christian Reformed
ead articles, comment on

the blog, and compare notes with
others across the CRC in an open

discussion forum.

In addition to

small groups, The Network covers

dozens of mi

www.crcna.org/Network.

ni stry

Viva Lost Vegas  cont. from page 1

on Sundays we will consider together the presence of God in both the secu-
lar and the sacred, the natural and the supernatural. More than that, we
will wonder if perhaps the distinction between those two worlds is man
made, and to our detriment. What is there in this world that shouts the
presence of God and what is there that whispers that same presence?
What can we do to turn the whispers into shouts, at least to our own hear-
ing? What is it to practice and experience the presence of God every mo-
ment of every day, be it in Las Vegas or Lake Odessa? Be in prayer with
me on these matters, wono6t you?

Breaking Ground in zsitriganision o
Zuni

(The following is a reflection written by Ethel
Vanderwagon Carey, granddaughter of pioneer
missionaries Andrew and Effa Vanderwagon
upon the occasion of the ground breaking ceremony for the new Zuni Chris-
tian Mission School this past May. Harvest Church has supported this
ministry for years.)

Sunda School i .
0The rows of metal folding chairs st
sandy site. Across the dry riverbed, the

seemed to change in years. The sky is a New Mexico sky, blue with wisps

of white clouds. The ever -present wind carried a perfume of cedar smoke;

the timeless outdoor ovens are already b
sounds of cars going by and an occasional barking dog.

The crowd begins to gather. Former students, proud parents, staff
members and long time friends exchange greetings and hugs. The present
students fill the chairs on the left. The others in attendance sit on the
right. Members of the Zuni Tribal Council and representatives of the ma-
jor foundations sit close to the front; their support and contributions have
helped to make this dream a reality.

During the ceremonies of singing, speeches and acknowledgments,
I am overwhelmed by unexpected and unexplained emotions. To be a part
of this day, sitting by cousins and friends, mentally sharing memories and
reliving the past is a transcendent experience. | know much of my being
was shaped and formed here; much of my life was lived here. It is wonder-
ful, yet painful to remember and to miss those who are not here.

The shovels sink into the red dirt where the new building will rise.
As surely as God led the people of Israel through the pillars of cloud and
fire, so has God led His people in this place for His purpose. We sense God
on the move, continuing to establish His kingdom in Zuni, built on the
foundation of faith begun over a century ago.

Thank you God for the past, the pres

0Sing to the Lord a new sol
to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after
PDechare his glofysamaorig theé nations, his marvelous deeds arn
peopl es. @& Psal m 96: 1
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Egyptl N\, , This yeards church picnifc at
~ P £\ /. : for July 18th, with activities beginning at 2 pm, so plan
Jos e b hoshJ Bt ¢ ' to attend this exciting, fun -filled event. Activities in-
From Pit to Palace A DS SR clude swimming, boating, lawn games, and much more is
Part 2 s 5 planned.
We are still in } %“\_— The DeJong small group is hosting, and they are
need of a few Tribe Lead- AR e pl anning on cooking a pig in a
ers ( high school age and provided; they will also be providing table service. Thank
up) and Assistant Leaders (anyone going into 6th grade you in advance
and ol der) for this year ds V[B®thisydsSfori ¢ D
8:30 pm from Monday, August 9 through Friday, August all their hard
13. Daily Bible Points are: God gives us HOPE; God work, and a spe-
gives us special abilities: God gives us wisdom, God cial thanks to
gives us forgiveness; and God gives us a family. Phil Burke, who
has volunteered
If you are still not sure if there is a place for you to watch over
to volunteer, there is always room for everyone at VBS. the pig prepara-
We are still in need of teens and adults to help in the tions.
Mar ket Pl ace craft area. Some of t hi:
shops include: Hieroglyphic |Arti sThékel
ers Shop, Jewelry Shop, Toy Shop, and many more. lowship Team
i ) o will be providing
In your mailboxes this week, you will find VBS lemonade, wa-
flyers. Please pass these along to family, friends, or ter, and iced tea.
even strangers. Hand them out at work, at ballgames, Dinner will begin around 5:30 pm, so come on out and
wherever you go. Our goall for this evgnt is 150 students. break bread with us. Make sure to bring your swimsuits
Last year we came close with 126 registered attendees. and towels, lawn chairs, life vests, and a couple dishes to
; ; - : o pass. If you have questions regarding this event, please
and his I;—gh);;t)i/:r? ;\l:vaeré\flllFegfn\g::gg'l\}k?s i?dhslcvﬁﬁggmy' feel free to contact Lisa Jackson or Marilyn DeJong.
how Joseph interprets the Kilhgf6s dreams with the helop
of our loyal God. Jason Flohr and Drew Bomhof will be
playing Joseph and Rameses, so this should be a real 1 Doug and Carrie DeVries were
treat for us all! Fridayds hi gaduthleagdrstfor thhd grolp thate w O\d
is shown how to dance; mark your calendars for this one. Tammy Bomhof was a part of at
) ) ) Hillside Community Church in
You will see a list of needs (donations and bor- Kentwood.
rowed items) on the back table and in your mailboxes
this week. Please consider loaning, buying, or donating 9 While visiting Hoover Dam in Ne-
a few items from this |ist. Weg adann®tast ort Bem @oaddKarilynn
Kingdom without each one of you. If you have questions mother, Kathy Douma.
feel free to contact Mary Murray or Lisa Jackson. Thank
you, in advance, to each of our loyal supporters.
oSing to the Lord a new songj for
he has done marvelous things; his
SN\ s omoat S e m T (b right hand and his holy arm have
the Fellowship Team will be host- worked salvation for him. The
Q ing the 1st Annual Fishing Tour- Lord made his salvation known
nament. We encourage you to . . K
\\ invite family and friends fo this and revealed his righteousness to
B.. event; there is only one rule, you t he nati o2s . 6 P ¢
must bring some kids along too.
—— This is a great opportunity to in-
3 s troduce our church family to oth- ) o
Flshlng Tournament ers. The next fellowship Team meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, July 14 at
There wildl be games, prizes, and7:90mmeatHGCC. Wewouldlevaforer ed on
Themeb6. Pl an to attend this event ayodtojdiourdeam!f or get your fi s
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Phone: 616374-8697
church email:
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Lake Odessa, MI 48849
Pastor Ben Ridder

Website: www.harvestcrc.com

Big Ticket Festi-
val Coming to

lonia!

for the Big Ticket Music
Festival, headed to
lonia next summer,

e mai 1June 23-25, 2011. This
is an awesome event
songs, speakers, testi-
monies, and worship.
After Dec. 1the 2011
Artist List will be

Q0 o0 00 DO o0 00

Plan ahead now

posted at “The script is weak, but | think we can
Q Submit the first correct answer| www.BigTicketFestival. make up for it with bad acting.”
© .
o for the riddle below and re- com.
0 g ceive a prize:
z ‘T You can do it in vessels for getting
D 2 youclean. i
= O You can do it to fabric to stop being LadleS POO' Party
seen. You are doing this when you come up
short. Yolubve done it too when
youdre equaled in splort Thi s may dadesnydu are invited
like there should be images but then You cap to the Tuitmand$ for
do all these things without pencil or pen. noon at the pool on Saturday,
August 21st at 4 pm A ? Please

What is the word? bring your favorite snack to share, your swimsuits, tow-

el s, and favorite Opool toyjso6. Cq

oOLadi es Daybé filled with flood,

Habitat Tickets Available

Have you seen the cute playhouse/storage
building that has been displayed in the Village True
Value Hardware parking lot, at the Lake Odessa
Fair, and at Art in the Park? The Lake Odessa area
Habitat for Humanity group will be raffling this
house as a means of raising funds for a new Habitat
home for someone in the Lake Odessa area. Tickets
are available from Dianne Kreh for $5 each or 5 for
$20. The drawing will be held at the Sunfield
Farmer 8&s Picnic in

Habitat for Humanity is a non  -profit, ecu-
menical Christian housing ministry. Through volun-
teer labor and donations of money and materials,
Habitat builds and rehabilitates simple, decent
houses alongside homeowner (partner) families. In
addition to a down payment and monthly mortgage
payments, homeowners invest hundreds of hours of
their own labor (sweat equity) into building their
Habitat house. Monthly mortgage payments are
used to build still more Habitat houses. Families

August .

at the pool. We look forward to seeing you.

Playhouse/Storage Building

in need of decent shelter apply to the local Habitat affiliate.
The affiliateds selection
on their level of need, their willingness to become partners
and their ability to repay the loan.

Harvest Community Church supports the local Habi-
tat for Humanity through special offering and prayer. See
Dianne Kreh if you would like to help in any way with the
next Lake Odessa area Habitat project.

committe



