
June 2     Rich Long 

June 3     Carole Jackson 

June 4     Joel Willette 

June 8     Brooke DeVries 

June 10    Kenley Horton 

June 12    Ellen Vipond 

June 12    Mike Vanõt Land 

June 12    Ryan Westendorp 

June 13    Sarah McGarry 

June 15    Barb Nurenberg 

June 16    Paige Bomhof 

June 17    Amy Gallardo 

June 19    Sandie Burke 

June 22    Becky Oosterhouse 

June 22    Malakai Duits 

June 23    Ken David 

June 25    Jasmine Crawford 

June 26    Loggan Murray 

June 28    Dallas Gallardo 

June 28    Dylan Horton 
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 BP and Me    by Pastor Ben 

June 2010 

If we missed you, please call 

the church office  

 Like most of you, I have been paying attention to what is happening in the 

Gulf region as a result of the oil rig explosion.  I am listening to blame getting 

tossed from one group to another as the devastating effects continue to pile up with 

no end in sight.  Almost hourly, news stations send the world updates by way of 

pictures and video streams.  Oil -covered wild life stills seem to be the most popular 

currently, with video feeds of the escaping oil from the Gulfõs floor a close second. 

 Depending on oneõs self-interest, that is the part of the story being high-

lighted; the disaster, thus providing a soap box for some odd bedfellows, from ecolo-

gists to economists.  No one knows exactly the long term effects, both ecologically 

and economically; the only thing everyone agreeing on is the long term part.  

 As I watch and listen, all kinds of questions come to mind.  What biblical 

evidence can we point to that suggests God cares about the damage this spill 

threatens to do to His creation?  Since all of us use petroleum products, are we in 

any way complicit in oil spills?  

Should this spill in the Gulf change 

our national policy regarding offshore 

drilling?  Why or why not?  Besides 

assisting people who are hurt by the 

oil spill, what role should the church 

take in responding to this situation?  

To be honest, outside of the first ques-

tion, I donõt have much of an opinion 

on the others.  I probably should and 

Iõm sure most of those who read this 

do, but I donõt.  And I canõt seem to 

work up a whole lot of rage over the pictures of wildlife or reports of shrimp and 

fishing industries going under, or how the spill is sure to wipe out the tourist in-

dustries along the Gulf.  It saddens me, but doesnõt enrage me.  Perhaps it should, 

but it doesnõt.  After all, no one planned it, there was no intent to harm, and no one 

benefits from extending the crisis.  

 I am not totally heartless, mind you, and so let me share with you what 

does enrage me.  When I see the video streams of the oil flowing out and up and see 

the effects it is having on the environment, it reminds me of something else: the 

effects of the untamed tongue.  I hear of all the attempts to stop the oil flow and 

recall the words of James 3:8, òno man can tame the tongue, it is a restless evil, full 

of deadly poison.ó  I see the spreading damage upon Godõs creation and I think of 

the spreading damage of the tongue upon Godõs new creation: òConsider what a 

great forest is set on fire by a small spark.  The tongue                    cont. on page 2  
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June 1 Softball Games 

June 2 Prayer Walk 

June6    Small Groups 

June 8   Softball Games 

June 9   Prayer Walk 

June 12 Elderõs Meeting 

June12  Men With Tools 

June 13 Youth Group 

June 15  Softball Games 

June 16  Prayer Walk 

June 16   Consistory 

June 17  Walk-Run-Jog Club 

June 20   Small Groups 

June 22   Softball Games 

June 23   Prayer Walk 

June 24   Walk-Run-Jog Club 

June 27  Youth Group 

June 29   Softball Games 

June 30   Prayer Walk 

BP and Me  cont. from page 1  

also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body.  It corrupts the whole 

person, sets the whole course of his life on fire, and is itself set on fire by helló 

(:5-6).  And hereõs the thing:  I donõt believe that most of the damage done by 

the tongue is intentional, no more than I believe the Gulf explosion was inten-

tional.  Most of the damage done by the tongue is not premeditated; we donõt 

wake up in the morning and wonder out loud òwho can I skewer, who can I im-

pale, whose life can I set on fire with this little bit of  muscle between my teeth 

this fine day?ó  But it happens. Words are carelessly spoken, quick to exit, and 

before you know it, the Gulf of someone elseõs life is a mess. 

 There have been at least three attempts to stop the oil flow that I know 

of.  Even as I write, a fourth is underway.  So far nothing has worked. What 

works with the tongue?  I am not encouraged by something else James says in 

that chapter: òif anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is the perfect man, 

able to keep his whole body in checkó (:2).  We cannot stop the flow, plug the 

hole, shut off the spewé on our own. òPut a sock in it ! Might help for a bit, but 

not for long.  So how about we come before the One who created the world and 

all that is in it with words powerful and sweet, and place our words before Him 

before they are spoken. òSet a guard over my mouth, O Lord; keep watch over 

the door of my lips.ó  (Psalm 141:3). 

Where are you  

               in your 

walk?  

 

        Youõre Invited! 

Who:     You, your dog, your friends, your family.  

What:   A Prayer Walk.   Come take a walk with us around  

the neighborhood as we pray together for our community.  

Itõs something great for your body and your soul. 

Where:  Meet at Harvest Community Church where someone 

from the Evangelism Ministry Team awaits to leadeach walk.  

When: Weõll be walking every Wednesday at 10am and 7pm. 

                        Come walk with us!  

VBS 2010 plans are underway and we 

are still in need of some volunteers ñTribe 

Leaders (high school age and up) and 

Tribe Assistant Leaders ( anyone going 

into 6th grade or 

older). Thank you 

to all who have 

already signed up 

to help with this 

very important 

ministry.  

Some facts 

about our recent VBS events you may not 

be aware ofñthe attendance for the last 3 

VBS events has been over 100 kids, and 

out of that group, over 85% of the kids are 

not from HCC.  Kids who have attended 

these VBS events usually do not have 

òhome churchesó, in which they attend 

regularly, so we are          cont on page 4  

August 9 -13 
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Coffee Break 2009-2010 

 The Coffee Break season at Harvest Com-

munity has ended for the summer.  Over the last few 

months we dug into a series on the Fruit of the 

Spirit from Galatians 5, and checked to see if there 

was evidence of love, joy, peace, patience, faithful-

ness, kindness, self -control in our lives.   At our last 

meeting of the year we enjoyed watching a skit by 

the Little Lambs on Daniel in the Lionõs Den and we 

listened as the kids presented songs they 

had been practicing just to impress their 

moms. 

 This season we have strength-

ened our relationship with God and with 

each other through the time we have 

spent together every week.  We are plan-

ning to begin again in mid -September 

with the last study of the Fruit series ñ

Gentleness.   

Starting June 17 and running thru September 2nd, Harvest will be starting a new club, 

which you are all encouraged to join, our WALK, JOG, RUN Club.  Fitness is impor-

tant to us all and we want to encourage you to come out every Thursday from 7:30 pm 

to ?? and exercise with us. This is a family event, so come join us and bring your whole 

family along.  There will be both mile, 2 mile, and more courses mapped out for your 

pleasure. Carrie DeVries is heading up this club, so if you have any ideas or questions, 

please direct them to her.  

Art in the Park Fundraiser Breakfast is scheduled for Saturday, July 3rd from 6 -

9:30 am.  Come on out and eat breakfast at the church before you set out to shop at the 

village park. All proceeds from this event will go to HCCõs War Chest, to be used to help 

families in need in our communities.  

Ladies Afternoon Swim Party is being planned 

for late July or August. We will be heading to Joyce 

Tuitmanõs for a fun-filled afternoon of food, friends, 

and conversations.  More details will be provided in 

the July newsletter and in future bulletins, so be 

looking for it!  

Harvest Community Churchõs Annual Picnic at the 

PIT is scheduled for July 18th, so mark your calen-

dar and plan to attend this exciting, fun -filled event. 

This year a pig will be roasted (yummy) so all you 

need to bring is a dish to pass, your beach chairs, 

beach towel, and be ready for some fun!  

1st Annual HCC Family Fishing Tournament is being planned for Sunday, August 

29th at the PIT.  This is a family event, so you must come with at least one child.  We 

will be giving out prizes in several categories, including: Weirdest Bait, Biggest Fish, 

Smallest Fish, and etc.  Plan to attend this event and bring your fishing gear!  

Fellowship Team Has Been Planningé. 

�x�� Kristin Kneale and 

Cameron Gerke have 

graduated from Lake-

wood High School.  

�x�� Li Qing, staying with 

Dave and Julie Kasta-

nek, will be going back 

to his home in China, 

and Magdalena 

Salewski, staying with 

Bob and Marilyn De-

Jong, will be going 

back to her home in 

Germany now that 

they have completed 

their respective years 

at Saranac and Lake-

wood High Schools.   

   Pray for all of these stu-

dents as they continue on 

lifeõs journey. 

 


